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PART 1:   
WHO I AM, 

MY MOTIVATIONS 
& 

MY BELIEF SYSTEM 



 

 

 Who I Am  
(which, unfortunately, are also my limitations) 

My personal profile (in alphabetical order): 
 an imperfect human living in an imperfect world in a vast and mostly unknown 

universe 
 Canadian 
 Caucasian 
 civility advocate 
 community advocate 
 conceited S.O.B. who thinks he can make sense of life 
 contemptuous of fools 
 cynical, oft-times 
 divorced 
 dedicated to good times  

with good friends, good food, fine booze 
 father of 3 adult children 
 forgiving of human fragilities, tendencies, and peccadilloes 
 frustrated wordsmith 
 grandpa to 1 grandson 
 grumpy old curmudgeon 
 in my 8th decade (2012) 
 lateral thinker.  

I don’t often have original/creative ideas, but I am reasonable adept at 
synthesizing varied viewpoints into a coherent whole.  
(OR so I like to kid myself!) 
See below for “left-brain thinker” 

 life-long educator 
 left-brain thinker, with flashes of right-brain insights 

Which means I tend to linear, serial, step-by-step thinking. 
This includes redundancy! 

 male 
 post-theism seeker of an authentic spiritual path  

Kind of pretentious, isn’t it? What I mean, in a practical way, is found in the section, following, “My 
Belief System” 

 practising heterosexual 
 protector of the frail, downtrodden, and forgotten 

Or I should like to be. Not happening all that much, I fear. 



 

 

 sustainability advocate 
Or I should like to be. Not happening all that much, I fear. 

 unforgiving of evil 
 unforgiving of stupidity 

I do NOT “suffer fools gladly”. 

 university educated to the Masters level 



 

 

 My Motivation  
(luckily, these are reasonably “trivial”!) 

 I want to take a more active part in leaving a “world” that has the potential for 
being better 

 I have recently discovered writings that lay bare the fallacies, ridiculousness, 
dangers, and terrors associated with rigid belief systems.  I want to remove 
prejudices, anger, conflict, and inhumanity based on different religious myths. 

 My Belief System 
Thanks to Catherine Berry Stidsen for these first 5 insights. What an “aha” moment I had when I 

first read these. 

 We exist for the integral human development of all peoples.  
 We exist to assure food, clothing, shelter, education, and sufficient leisure for 

reflection/religion/spirituality for every man, woman, and child on Spaceship 
Earth.  

 We exist to assure all persons love, fun, freedom from all oppression, and the 
potential for achievement.  

 We exist to secure the development of every living being and the preservation 
and enhancement of Mother Earth.  

 Anything less than this commitment on our part means that we have sold our 
birthright.  

http://catherineberrystidsen.org/


 

 

The following is taken from a brochure put out by the Progressive Christianity 
Community. It has been edited and modified to fit the intent of this treatise. 
 We affirm that the purpose of our spiritual quest is to experience the 

Sacredness and Oneness and Unity of all life 
 We can draw from diverse sources of wisdom in our spiritual journey 
 We seek genuine community that is inclusive of ALL people, including but not 

limited to:  
 agnostics 
 atheists, 
 authentic religious 
 believers in exile 
 questioning skeptics 
 those of all classes and abilities 
 those of all sexual orientations and gender identities 
 women and men 
 zealots 

 We know that the way we behave towards one another is the fullest expression 
of what we believe 

 We find peace and comfort in the search for understanding 
 We believe there is more value in questioning than in absolutes 
 We strive for peace and justice among all people 
 We strive to protect and restore the integrity of our Earth 
 We commit to a path of  

 authentic relationships,  
 conscious living  
 life-long learning. 

I do not necessarily consider myself “christian”, although it is the only religious experience I have 
had. So the point about diverse sources of wisdom is freeing for me.  

I especially like the concept(s) of “Sacredness & Oneness & Unity Of All Life”. 

More comments later on many of the concepts listed above. 

http://progressivechristianity.org/
http://progressivechristianity.org/


 

 

PART 2: 
MY WORLD VIEW 

Scholars who study religions use categories similar to the following to explain the 
similarity and differences between and among religions.  It seems to be a good 
model, so I will use these as the framework for my treatise. 

And these are my definitions, albeit gleaned from an online dictionary. 

 Existence  
the fact or state of conscious, mortal life 

 Universe   
the totality of known corporeal objects and phenomena 

 Spirituality   
the condition or quality of being in a relationship with the 
non-corporeal 

 Humans  
homo sapiens (i.e. Terrans)



 

 

EXISTENCE 
 all is energy 
 we exist 
 we gain information through our senses 

 ears 
 eyes 
 intuitive 
 nose 
 proprioceptive 
 psychic 

(I am really unsure of this one.) 

 touch 

 we make sense of information through our mental filtration system based on 
 experiential reference 
 maturity of intellect 
 scope and substance of worldview 

 we explain what we believe we perceive through language which is: 
 imprecise 
 metaphorical 
 oft-misunderstood 

This document is “living proof” of that last statement! 



 

 

 UNIVERSE 
 The Universe is Ultimately Unknowable, but humans will continually learn more 

and more about the universe.  
Full knowledge is asymptotic. 

 Astronomers, astrophysicists and other cosmological scientists who study the 
universe develop increasingly descriptive and predictive models about the origin, 
state, and ultimate fate of the universe. 

 This has little practical use for the denizens of Terra. Although it is always fun 
to speculate, hypothesize, and fantasize about all of this. 

 Entropy is the state of the universe, as is expansion. These two are likely 
closely related. 

 It is also very beautiful in its extent, complexity and interactions. 
 Any speculation about the mystical aspects of the universe is, at present, not 

testable; hence a waste of time to consider. 
Astrology comes to mind… 



 

 

 SPIRITUAL 
 Prime Assumption: 

There Exists A Universal Energy Source 
 Beliefs Based On The Prime Assumption 

 The totality of the Source is unknowable to sentient (by which I mean capable of 
subjective feeling) & cognizant (by which I mean capable of objective thinking), non-
Source denizens of the universe(s). 

 Philosophical reflection in conjunction with the scientific method can reveal different 
aspects of the totality of the Source. 

 Extraordinarily intuitive and highly energized beings  
{I refer to these as The Transcendental Adepts1}  
may apprehend (by which I mean become aware of, and understand) different aspects 
of the Source.  
Such beings may attribute this understanding to personal revelation from the Source.  
These revelations are limited by the social and scientific context in which that being 
lived. 
These revelations are limited by the the motives, the world view and the 
sophistication of those who purport to document the life and lessons of these adepts. 

 Underlying life lessons from The Transcendental Adepts may be timeless; however 
the mythology in which those lessons are couched will not stand up to scientific 
rigour, nor to evolving social constructs. 

 God as a Terran Metaphor  
 Humans, with their unbelievable arrogance, have claimed to understand the true 
nature of their god(s). All the definitions and beliefs are manifestations of the 
cultural, scientific and moral world view of the describer(s):  
god is continually re-invented in the predominant time/cultural/worldview human self-
image. A new mythos is invented to support the new god-image. 

 Humans (often Transcendental Adepts) have created gods in metaphorical images 
that match the level of understanding of the Universe and the lives those humans 
lead. Those images become institutionalized and codified into a formal and restrictive 
religion. A cadre of special beings (priests) realize the potency of the religion, and 
arrange to take control of the religion in perpetuity, so as to control the bodies, lives, 
wealth, and labour of the society of believers. 

 This cadre of priests is often in conflict with the “civil” government of the society. 
However, both groups of controlling entities will reach a mutually beneficial 
accommodation to explicitly and implicitly support each other in the subjugation of 
the society. 

                                         
1 Transcendental:  human awareness that there is something real beyond our ability to know or 
even to perceive.  As with all human characteristics, this one is distributed throughout humanity 
according to the Normal Curve. 



 

 

 As societal members become aware of the true nature of the religion of their 
society, some will make an attempt to re-structure their religion. The rationale is 
usually to “return” to true roots, or to “move ahead” using newly discovered truths as 
enunciated by the latest discontent and disgruntled guru. The end result is a 
different set of priests who can live off the fears and hopes of their believers. 

As I ponder these words, I wonder/fear if I am trying to create a new restrictive belief system. I 
hope not. 



 

 

 History Timeline of World “Religions” and Founders 
Many of these are more like sects or denominations within a “religion”, and not an 
actual new belief system. 
 

Unknown. Animism 
2,085 BC. Judaism-Abraham 
1,500 BC. Hinduism- no specific founder 
560 BC. Buddhism- Gautama Buddha 
550 BC. Taoism - Lao Tzu 
599 BC. Jainism, Mahavira  
30 AD. Christianity –Jesus Christ 
50-100 AD. Gnosticism-  
150-250 AD. -Modalism 

(Monarchianism)–Sabellius, Praxeus, 
Noetus, Paul of Samosata 

325 AD. -After being persecuted for 
almost 200 years Constantine made 
the Christian Church a legal religion; 
compromise begins to enter. 

590 AD.-Roman Catholicism- Developed 
after Constantine; Pope Gregory? 

610 AD.- Islam- Mohammed 
1400 AD.- Rosicrucians-Christian 

Rosenkreuz  (1694 US) Rosicrucians- 
Master Kelpius, Johann Andrea 

1515 AD.- Protestantism- (Reformers) 
Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John 
Calvin 

1650 AD.- Tibetan Buddhism-Dalai Lama 
1700 AD.- Freemasony- Albert Mackey, 

Albert Pike 
1760 AD.-Swedenborgism- Emmanuel 

Swedenborg  
1784 AD.- Shakers - Mother Ann Lee 
1830 AD.- Mormonism – Joseph Smith 
1830 AD.-Cambellites-Alexander & 

Thomas Cambell, Barton Stone 
1838 AD.-Tenrikyo- Miki Maegawa 

Nakayama  
1840-45 AD.-Millerites 2nd day 

Adventists –William Miller then 
became 7th Day Adventists 

1844 AD.-Christadelphians- John 
Thomas 

1844 AD.-Bahai- Baha'u'llah (Abul Baha) 
1845-1870AD.- 7th Day Adventists-E.G. 

White 
History Timeline of World “Religions” 

and Founders 
Many of these are more like sects or 

denominations within a “religion”, and 
not an actual new belief 
system.Spiritualism - Kate and 
Margaret Fox 

1870 AD.-Jehovah's Witnesses- Charles 
Taze Russell  

1875 AD.-Theosophical Society- H.P. 
Blavatsky, Henry Olcott  

1879 AD.-Christian Science-Mary Baker 
Eddy 

1889-1924 AD.-Unity School of 
Christianity- Myrtle Fillmore 

1900 AD.-Rosicrucian Fellowship-Max 
Heindel 

1902 AD.- Anthroposophical Society –
Rudolf Steiner 

1906 AD. -The Pentecostal Assemblies 
of the World 

1914 AD.- Iglesia ni Cristo- Felix Manalo 
1914 AD.- Oneness Pentecostalism- 

Frank Ewart, G.T.Haywood, Glenn 
Cook 

1917 AD.-True Jesus Church. Founders 
Paul Wei, Lingsheng Chang and 
Barnabas Chang 

1927 AD.- Mind Science- Ernest Holmes 
1930 AD. -Black Muslims (Nation of 

Islam) –Wallace D. Fard 
1934 AD.-World Wide Church of God- 

Herbert W. Armstrong 
1935 AD.-Self Realization Fellowship- 

Paramahansa Yogananda 
1944 AD.- Silva Mind Control –Jose Silva 
1945 AD. -The Way -Victor P.Wierwille 
1945 AD.-United Pentecostal 

International- Howard Goss, W.T. 
Witherspoon (can be traced back to 
1914) 

1948 AD.- Latter Rain –Franklin Hall, 
George Warnock.  

1950 AD.-Urantia Book- Dr. Bill Sadler 
1950 AD.-Lafayette Ronald Hubbard 

published his book Dianetics-
SCIENTOLOGY 

1954 AD.-Atherius Society (UFO’s)- Dr. 
George King 

1954 AD.- Unification Church- Sun 
Myung Moon 

1955 AD.- Scientology- L. Ron Hubbard 
1958 AD.- Institute of Divine 

Metaphysical Research- Henry Kinley 
1958-1970 AD.- Church Universal and 

Triumphant –Mark and E.C. Prophet 
1958 AD. -Henry Kinley begins (IDMR) 

the Institute of Divine Metaphysical 
Research 

1959 AD.-Unitariarian Universalist (see 
1961) 

1960 AD.-Transcendental meditation- 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

1961 AD.- Unitarian Universalism was 
officially formed. 

1964 AD.- Eckankar The Ancient Science 
of Soul Travel (Eck).  Founded by Paul 
Twitchell  

1965 AD.-Assembly of Yahweh-Jacob 
Meyer 

1966 AD.- Church of Satan –Anton 
LaVey 

1968 AD.- Hare Krishna (US)- Swami 
Prabhupada 

1968 AD.- Children of God- David 
(Moses) Berg 

1970 AD.-Findhorn Community –Peter 
and Eileen Caddy –David Spangler 

1970 AD.- Divine light Mission- Guru 
Maharaj Ji 

1973 AD.- CARP was established in the 
United States.  [The Collegiate 
Association for the Research of 
Principles] to introduce the teachings 
of Sun Myung Moon. 

1974 AD.-Assemblies of Yahweh-Sam 
Suratt 

1979 AD.-Church of Christ International 
- Kip McKean 

1980 -1982 AD.- Tara Center-Benjamen 
Crème  

1980 AD.- House of Yahweh (Abilene) 
Jacob Hawkins 



 

 

 Salvation 
 What is there to be saved from? There is NO original sin. We live. We die. 

 Enlightenment 
 As for enlightenment, I refer to the old aphorism: “too soon old, too late 
smart”. However, using our intellect, specifically apprehending and 
comprehending, along with the filtering of information through the 6 Prime 
Directives should lead to a significant level of enlightenment. 

 Liberation 
 Liberation is found in rejection of myth, nonsense, and restrictive rules. 
 Lead a life liberated from stultifying dogma. 

 Prayer 
(courtesy of Bishop John Shelby Spong) 

 we pray not for the security that life will never possess, but for an enlarged 
capacity to live, a greater ability to love. 

 we pray not for the absence of pain and hurt, but to be enabled to share in a 
peace that transcends pain and hurt, the peace that passes understanding.  It 
is not peace “as the world gives.” 

 A Spiritual Relationship 
 This is part of being human, and it’s manifestation forms the bulk of the 
discourses in this treatise. But you will have to wait before I get around to it.  

Patience people, patience. 

http://johnshelbyspong.com/


 

 

 HUMANS 
 the origin and nature of humans 

 Science, especially archaelogy, anthropology and genetics provide the best 
explanation of the origin of humans. These explanations will, I have no doubt, 
undergo some astounding changes as more relevant knowledge is found. 

 Human nature is a product of genetics, and the functioning of the human 
intellect. Although, I fear it is not changeable, and we are doomed, as a 
species, to continue with our basic inhumanity to man.  

But then, I’m a pessimist. 

 we monitor reality by 
 being sentient (capable of subjective feeling) 
 being cognizant (capable of objective thinking) 

 we freely choose to live purposefully 
 act with civility 

(listen and respond appropriately to others) 

 be a mentor with a servant’s heart 
(support others with compassion) 

 build community 
(converge toward healthy, congruent, consistent, and integrated association) 

 love and nurture 
(encourage, watch over, and sustain the emotional, intellectual, introspective, physical, 

societal, spiritual and singular genius evolution of ourself and others) 

 increase in wisdom, in stature and in favour with others 
(intellectual, physical, and societal growth) 

 pen, publish, publicize and perform our hidden song(s) 
(acknowledge our shadow side and integrate with our light side) 

 support and safeguard that which you esteem 
resolutely ensure the safety and the security of yourself, others, your context, your planet 

(walk softly and carry a big stick) 

 wipe out evil 
seek out and destroy that which deliberately harms the defenceless and/or undeserving 

hold evil, its perpetrators, and its horrors up to public scrutiny & justice 



 

 

 we seek cherished, fulfilling, and stable nurturing relationships 
 self relationship 
 social relationships 
 organization relationships 
 context relationships  
 spiritual relationships 
 romantic relationships 

 we are sceptical [Wisdom From The Buddha] 
 Believe nothing just because a belief is generally held.  
 Believe nothing just because a so-called wise person said it.  
 Believe nothing just because it is said in ancient books. 

(or a modern one such as this!) 

  Believe nothing just because it is said to be of divine origin.  
 Believe nothing just because someone else believes it. 

And believe NONE of what you read here!  Unless it fits with the next Wisdom Statement. 

 Believe only what you yourself test and judge to be true. 

 we apply conscious living strategies 
 acknowledging reality 
 identifying purpose 
 living congruently 
 nurturing interactions 
 seeking meaning 
 thinking critically 



 

 

PART 3:  RELATIONSHIPS 
QUOTES: 

1. You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
(christian bible: new testament, Matthew 22) 

This one always bothered me, because if one does NOT really like oneself too well, that 
does not bode well for one’s neighbour. 
FIRST, get a grip on your own issues, do your damndest to resolve them… then extend 
your “love” to your neighbour. 

2. Most people lead lives of quiet desperation & go to the grave with the song still in them. 
(Thoreau) 

Closely related to #1 just above. 

3. Women give sex to receive love; men give love to receive sex. 
(I can’t find an attribution) 

I tend to think this one has a profound underlying truth.  And I think it is genetically 
underpinned.  But then, I’m a cynic. 

4. Been there. Done that. Screwed up. Sucked it up. Fixed it. Moved on. 
(I coined this one, myself.) 

MOSTLY, I do not spend too much time on regrets for my stupidity.  I try to learn some 
lesson and get on with my life. 
Works OK as a life strategy. 
HOWEVER, do note that I call my screwups “stupidity” which must say something about 
my inner dialogue workings.  I need to work more on fixing myself… see the comment 
under #1, above. 

 Self relationships 
 Living 

 being 
we acknowledge that our being is in our own hands 

“If it is to be, it is up to me” 
(I first heard this from Lew Tice of the Pacific Institute) 

“If you think you can, or if you think you cannot, you are correct 
Henry Ford 

 congruence 
Being consistently coherent in how you approach life;  

being true to  
your values,  
your virtues, 
your goals and  
your beliefs 

 happiness 
In my mind, this has to do with being satisfied and content with  

WHO we are,  
WHY we are,  
WHERE we are, and  
HOW we are. 
The US Constitution has this correct: the pursuit of happiness is important. I am not 
convinced that we (I?) would recognize it if it jumped up and bit one on the butt. 

http://www.thepacificinstitute.us/v2/index.php?name=about
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/henry_ford.html


 

 

 Health 
This is more than the absence of disease or infirmity. It has to do with 

energy level 
mental well being (not TOO neurotic!) 
physical well being (strength, endurance, power, flexibility) 
social well being  
spiritual well being 

 Loving 
See Social Relationships,  
Family &  
Romantic 
 Learning 
 Labouring 



 

 

 Social Relationships 
 Adherents 

 Others who are part of Place Namaste 

 Colleagues 
 Those with whom we work 

 Family 
 Elder care 
 Parenting 
 Spouse 

 Friends 
 Those with whom we socialize and share personal information 

 Memberships 
 Those who are in organizations to which we both belong 

 Partnership 
 Those to whom we have a MUTUAL moral and/or legal commitment 

 Romantic 
 Those whom we MUTUALLY love sexually 

 Shared code of conduct 
 Ethics 

A formalized way of interacting professionally, as opposed to a social situation 

 Morals 
An agreed code of behaviour, based on shared values and virtues, that specifies how 

people relate to each other using correct conduct 

A way of distinguishing “right behaviour” from “wrong behaviour” 

 Values 
Agreed upon principles and standards of behaviour. 

 Virtues 
An agreed upon set of behaviours. 

Here’s a list of “virtues” with definitions based on the 52 Virtues Project.  A lot 
of people put a lot of work into this.  So it is incredible comprehensive.  
However, it does look like it was put together by a committee that believed 
in inclusiveness. 
I have amended the list, based on my own world view.  One day, I shall go 
back through this treatise and identify the “virtues” I have included, but 
not made specific. Until then, this list shall suffice. 

I have NO idea why this next list starts at #5. 

http://www.52virtues.com/virtues/the-52-virtues.php


 

 

5. ASSERTIVENESS means being positive and confident. You are aware that you are a worthy person 
with your own special gifts. You think for yourself and express your own ideas. You know what you 
stand for and what you won’t stand for. You expect respect. 

6. COMMITMENT is caring deeply about something or someone. It is deciding carefully what you want to 
do, then giving it 100%, holding nothing back. You give your all to a friendship, a task, or something 
you believe in. You finish what you start. You keep your promises. 

7. COMPASSION is understanding and caring when someone is hurt or troubled, even if you don’t know 
them. It is wanting to help, even if all you can do is listen and say kind words. You forgive mistakes. 
You are a friend when someone needs a friend. 

8. COOPERATION is working together and sharing the load. When we cooperate, we join with others to 
do things that cannot be done alone. We are willing to follow the rules which keep everyone safe 
and happy. Together we can accomplish great things. 

9. COURAGE is bravery in the face of fear. You do the right thing even when it is hard or scary. When 
you are courageous, you don’t give up. You try new things. You admit mistakes. Courage is the 
strength in your heart. 

10. EXCELLENCE is doing your best, giving careful attention to every task and every relationship. 
Excellence is effort guided by a noble purpose. It is a desire for perfection. The perfection of a 
seed comes in the fruit. When you practice excellence, you bring your gifts to fruition. Excellence 
is the key to success. 

11. FLEXIBILITY is being open to change. You consider others’ ideas and feelings and don’t insist on your 
own way. Flexibility gives you creative new ways to get things done. You get rid of bad habits and 
learn new ones. Flexibility helps you to keep changing for the better. 

12. FORGIVING is giving someone another chance after they have done something wrong. Everyone 
makes mistakes. Instead of revenge, make amends. Forgive yourself too. Instead of feeling 
hopeless after a mistake, decide to act differently, and have faith that you can change. 

13. HONESTY is being truthful and sincere. It is important because it builds trust. When people are 
honest, they can be relied on not to lie, cheat or steal. Being honest means that you accept 
yourself as you are. When you are open and trustworthy, others can believe in you. 

14. HONOR is living by the virtues, showing great respect for yourself, other people, and the rules you 
live by. When you are honorable, you keep your word. You do the right thing regardless of what 
others are doing. Honor is a path of integrity. 

15. INTEGRITY is living by your highest values. It is being honest and sincere. Integrity helps you to 
listen to your conscience, to do the right thing, and to tell the truth. You act with integrity when 
your words and actions match. Integrity gives you self-respect and a peaceful heart. 

16. JUSTICE is being fair. It is solving problems so everyone wins. You don’t prejudge. You see people as 
individuals. You don’t accept it when someone acts like a bully, cheats or lies. Being a champion for 
justice takes courage. Sometimes when you stand for justice, you stand alone. 

17. LOYALTY is staying true to someone. It is standing up for something you believe in without wavering. 
It is being faithful to your family, country, school, friends or ideals, when the going gets tough as 
well as when things are good. With loyalty, you build relationships that last forever. 

18. MODERATION is creating a healthy balance in your life between work and play, rest and exercise. 
You don’t overdo or get swept away by the things you like. You use your self-discipline to take 
charge of your life and your time. 

19. PATIENCE is quiet hope and trust that things will turn out right. You wait without complaining. You 
are tolerant and accepting of difficulties and mistakes. You picture the end in the beginning and 
persevere to meet your goals. Patience is a commitment to the future. 

20. PERSEVERANCE is being steadfast and persistent. You commit to your goals and overcome obstacles, 
no matter how long it takes. When you persevere, you don't give up...you keep going. Like a strong 
ship in a storm, you don't become battered or blown off course. You just ride the waves. 



 

 

21. PURPOSEFUL means having a clear focus. Begin with a vision for what you want to accomplish, and 
concentrate on your goals. Do one thing at a time, without scattering your energies. Some people 
let things happen. When you are purposeful, you make things happen. 

22. RELIABILITY means that others can depend on you. You keep your commitments and give your best 
to every job. You are responsible. You don’t forget, and you don’t need to be reminded. Other 
people can relax knowing things are in your reliable hands. 

23. RESPONSIBLE means others can trust you to do things with excellence. You accept accountability for 
your actions. When you make a mistake, you offer amends instead of excuses. Responsibility is the 
ability to respond ably and to make smart choices. 

24. SELF-DISCIPLINE means self-control. It is doing what you really want to do, rather than being tossed 
around by your feelings like a leaf in the wind. You act instead of react. You get things done in an 
orderly and efficient way. With self-discipline, you take charge of yourself. 

25. SERVICE is giving to others, making a difference in their lives. You consider their needs as 
important as your own. Be helpful without waiting to be asked. Do every job with excellence. When 
you act with a spirit of service, you can change the world. 

26. TOLERANCE is accepting differences. You don’t expect others to think, look, speak or act just like 
you. You are free of prejudice, knowing that all people have feelings, needs, hopes and dreams. 
Tolerance is also accepting things you wish were different with patience and flexibility. 

27. TRUSTWORTHINESS is being worthy of trust. People can count on you to do your best, to keep your 
word and to follow through on your commitments. You do what you say you will do. Trustworthiness 
is a key to success in anything you do. 

28. UNITY helps us work and live together peacefully. We feel connected with each other and all living 
things. We value the specialness of each person as a gift, not as a reason to fight or be scared. 
With unity we accomplish more together than any of one of us could alone. 

 Context Relationships 
 Home 
 Community 
 World 

 Spiritual Relationships 
 Beliefs 
 Fellowship 
 Leadership 
 Meditation 
 Ritual 
 Scholarship 



 

 

PART 4:  TERRA CORPS NETWORK 
 My vision 

I hope it does not prove to be a nightmare, rather than a vision. 

 Place Namaste Spiritual Haven 
 Components 

The constituent parts of an entity 

 Functions 
What a component does 

 Processes 
How functions are performed. 

 



 

 

VISION 
 The purpose of this guide is to provide people 
 who are trying to rise above Nihilism 

(NIHILISM: general mood of despair at a perceived pointlessness of existence) 
“Life sucks then you die,” 

Is the nihilist credo. 

But I’m not so sure. 

 

I notice mostly 

That life’s really beautiful. 

I smile and move on. 

 who are intellectually curious 
 who are scientifically rigorous 
 who are seeking more than is provided through extant philosophy and 

formalized religions, with a  
 credible 
(makes intellectual sense) 

 post-theism 
(provides future-oriented direction) 

 spiritual portal 
(provides a unique “mystic” path for you) 

 which urges/encourages/mentors you to strive for BEING ALL YOU CAN 
 by living fully 
 and loving wastefully 
while acknowledging 
- you live in an imperfect body 
-engaged in oft-times discouraging relationships 
- inhabiting an imperfect planet 
- within an unknowable universe. 

FREE OF DIVISIVE MYTH, DOGMA, PROSCRIPTIONS, AND 
SUPERSTITION 

IT SEEKS TO BE ENTIRELY IN AGREEMENT WITH REALITY AS YOU 
PERCEIVE IT. 



 

 

WELCOME TO TERRA CORPS NETWORK, 
AND THE  

PLACE NAMASTE SPIRITUAL HAVEN. 
 



 

 

TERRA CORPS NETWORK STRUCTURE 
 

 
PLACE NAMASTE 

SANCTUARY 

 
Spiritual 
Community 

 
Continuity Community 

 

The Wounded Dove 
Foundation 

 
Healing Community 

 
Support Community 



 

 

HOW IT WORKS:  PLACE NAMASTE SPIRITUAL SANCTUARY 
Place Namaste Spiritual Sanctuary (PN) is the “religious” component of Terra 
Corps Network (TCN). There MAY BE MORE TO TCN than PN, but I have not 
thought through any further than this treatise! 

Live with it! 

I told you earlier that I was really a Left-brained kind of thinker, and I tend to 
define things in terms of: 

29. Components 
30. Functions 
31. Processes 

So be prepared for a reductionist approach to this entity I’m trying to think 
through.  I’ll try to integrate the whole thing as I move through. 
 



 

 

Terra Corps Network 
Structure 

Entity Components Functions Processes 

Terra Corps 
Network 

Personnel 

Define personnel 
requirements 
based on: 

32. Productivity 
33. Capacity 
34. Motives 

DACUM research 

Political 

Define political 
requirements 

35. Vision 
36. Performance 
37. Power 

Brainstorming  

Structural 
Define structural 
requirements 

38. Units 
39. Hierarchy 

Similar 
organizations 
research 

Symbolic 

Define symbolic 
requirements 

40. Leadership 
41. History 
42. Community 

Brainstorming 

Systems 

Define systems 
requirements 

43. Strategies 
44. Functions 
45. Procedures 
46. Information 

Similar 
organizations 
research 

 



 

 

Place Namaste Spiritual Sanctuary 
Structure 

ENTITY Components Functions Processes 

Place 
Namaste 
Spiritual 
Sanctuary 

Spiritual 
Community 

Beliefs 
Do we develop and subscribe 
to a “creed”? 

Fellowship 
How do we relate to each 
other? 

Leadership Is there a formal hierarchy? 

Meditation 
Do we have a method for 
accessing our inner essence? 

Ritual 
Do we have a schedule of 
“celebrations”? 

Scholarship 
How do we ensure that we are 
not “falling behind” new 
information? 

Continuity 
Community 

Catastrophe Planning  
Ecological Planning  
Energy Sources  
Facilities  
Food  
Finances  
Membership  
Personnel  
Resource Development  
Succession Planning  

Wounded Dove 
Foundation 

Healing  
Support  



 

 

 Spiritual Community 



 

 

 Continuity Community 



 

 

 Wounded Dove Foundation 
 


