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One piece of the BibleWorkbench approach is 
the awareness that in Bible stories we 
encounter myth. Not myth as it is often 
defined, meaning “an inaccurate 
understanding” or, more simply, “something 
that is not true,” but myth as the expression of 
deepest truth, emerging out of the depths of 
human experience and offering ways of 
expressing the inexpressible. The famous 
scholar of myth Joseph Campbell asks, “How, in 
the contemporary period, can we evoke the 
imagery that communicates the most profound 
and most richly developed sense of 
experiencing life?” He observes that any 
attempt to define mystery will remove real 
depth from the experience of mystery. It is the 
poet, he says, who “carries the mind into a 
context of meanings and then pitches it past 
those” to enable us to “make a journey we 
could not otherwise make, past all categories of 

definition.”1 As we work with the stories, enter 
into them, and discover them alive within us, 
we touch that powerful mythical dimension. 
I mentioned about a year ago the Joseph 
Campbell study group that I have been a part of 
since 2005. Each month, a group of about eight 
or ten American Baptist clergy meets with 
Robert Walter, who is the Executive Director of 
the Joseph Campbell Foundation. Over the 
years, we have had the opportunity to reflect in 
depth on how an understanding of mythology 
might serve the work of ministry— to deepen 
our theology, shape our preaching, and inform 
our reading of the Bible and other sacred 
writings.  
 Recently we viewed the video “Mythic 
Journeys,” a film that explores the meaning of 
myth in today’s world with contributions from 
many participants in the 2006 Mythic Journeys 
Festival in Atlanta, including Robert Walter. It 
led me to think again about the BibleWorkbench 
process. One of the speakers, Deepak Chopra, 
suggested three essential components of 
transformation. They are gathering together 
and sharing our stories, remembering who you 
are in God, and serving others. At its best, 
BibleWorkbench serves the first two quite well; 
in the circle we share our stories, both ancient 
and contemporary, and the challenge to make 
connections with the story calls us to know who 
we are and how we experience God in our lives.  
 I found myself wondering about the third 
piece. Others in the film accentuated the 
importance of service. Michael Karlin of the 
Mythic Imagination Institute, the organizers of 
the conference, said, “We’re not here just for 
our own sake. The hero’s quest, the hero’s 
journey always ends with the return. And if 

                                                
1 Joseph Campbell, Thou Art That: 
Transforming Religious Metaphor (Novato, CA: 
New World Library, 2001), p. 9. 
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there is no return, then the quest is a failure. 
And so our journey, the work that we do, is 
about personal transformation moving into 
social transformation, moving into making this 
a better planet for all of us.”  Sonbonfu Some, 
an author, teacher, and founder of Wisdom 
Spring Inc., challenged the audience, “We are 
here for a purpose, so quit being an observer. 
Quit being a tourist. Quit being a guest in this 
world. This is your home, so make it better.”   
 How does your work with BibleWorkbench 
serve to make the world better? What difference 
does your deepened understanding of the Bible 
story and of your connections with it make in 
your day-to-day living? How, in the words of 
Micah 6:8, the first text in this issue, does your 
BibleWorkbench reflection lead you to “do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
your God”? 

- - - 
How important is the Lectionary to you? A 
recent article in the Christian Century by Steve 
Thomgate listed several of the criticisms that 
have been laid against the Revised Common 
Lectionary—its sometimes inexplicable pairing 
of texts, its overemphasis on some stories to 
the exclusion of others, its frequent skipping 
over verses within a text. Thomgate then goes 
on to list a number of alternatives that have 
been proposed: Year D (an expanded fourth 
year of readings to supplement the RCL), the 
Narrative Lectionary (taking the texts in their 
narrative order in the Bible), and the African 
American Liturgy (focused on African-American 
history and the needs of the local 
congregation).  
 BibleWorkbench has used the texts from the 
Revised Common Lectionary because the RCL is 
used by more churches than any other single 
resource. Pastors use BibleWorkbench for 
sermon preparation, and study groups can 
encourage their members to reflect more 
deeply on the same passages that will appear in 
weekly worship. On the other hand, many 
churches do not use the lectionary, many of our 
subscribers are not affiliated with churches, 
and there are more than a few rich and 

meaningful stories in the Bible that have been 
left out of the RCL. So, how important is it to 
you that BibleWorkbench be linked to the 
lectionary? Please do let us know! 

- - - 
With this issue, we bid farewell to Terry 
Dowdy, a long-time BibleWorkbench 
contributor who came to us by way of the Guild 
for Psychological Studies. Terry recently retired 
after many years as a United Methodist pastor 
in Texas. As he explores the new freedom that 
comes with retirement, he realized that he 
wanted to move into some new directions and 
would need to step down from BibleWorkbench. 
He contributed the study for March 23 in this 
issue. We will miss him.  
 Some additions to my leaning tower of 
books: Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a 
Sinner & Saint (New York: Jericho Books, 2013) 
by Nadia Bolz-Weber. I was reluctant to pick up 
this book by the tattooed and often obscene 
Lutheran pastor of the Church of All Sinners 
and Saints, in part because of all the notoriety 
she has been gaining. But I discovered a deeper 
and more challenging kind of truth-telling and 
faith than I had expected. Those who are 
troubled by crude language will find this book 
unsettling, but it’s well worth the read. 
 Leviticus: You Have No Idea (Eugene, OR: 
Cascade Books, 2013)—Rabbi Maurice Harris’ 
first book Moses: A Stranger Among Us 
(Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2012) was a 
fascinating study of Moses from a slightly 
different angle, something of a “Meeting Moses 
Again for the First Time.” His second book 
takes on an even more challenging subject: the 
laws and regulations of the book of Leviticus. 
Harris, a rabbi, reflects on the meaning of 
purity laws, sacrifice, the connections between 
leprosy laws and prison reform, and dealing 
with gay marriage in ways that are fresh, 
informative, and will leave you with a new 
appreciation for Leviticus. A portion of Harris’ 
introductory chapter appears in Gleanings. 
 Also in Gleanings are a set of readings that 
each in their own way highlight the interaction 
of history, the writing of the gospels, and 
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modern-day interpreters. First is a piece from 
James Carroll on how the wars of the Romans 
against the Jews affected not just the way the 
New Testament was presented but laid the 
foundation for continuing hatred of the Jews. In 
the second, an excerpt from Reza Aslan’s 
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth, 
Aslan uses that same context to argue that 
Jesus was not a peacemaker, but a 
revolutionary. We end with a skeptical 
observation from Scot McKnight on historical 
Jesus scholars.  
 In the Circle in this issue considers the 
value of creating a group covenant for a 

BibleWorkbench group, and what might be a 
part of that covenant. 
 As always, I and all the contributors 
welcome your comments, questions, and 
suggestions for improving BibleWorkbench. You 
can reach us through the e-mail addresses at 
the end of each Sunday session, through our 
website (www.educationalcenter.org), or at our 
Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/BibleWorkbench). 
 

 

 

 
Grace and peace, 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

    
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A weekend seminar at the Four Springs retreat center in Middletown, California, 
some thirty years ago introduced the Rev. D. Andrew (Andy) Kille to a new and 
transformational engagement with the Gospels. From that weekend, the path took 
him to the Graduate Theological Union, where he earned an interdisciplinary Ph.D. 
in psychology and the Bible, and eventually to BibleWorkbench. He was named to 
follow Founding Editor Bill Dols in 2008. Ordained in the American Baptist 
tradition, Andy has been a pastor, teacher, facilitator, and spiritual director. He 
has worked collaboratively in both ecumenical and interfaith contexts, and 
currently serves as Chair of the Silicon Valley Interreligious Council (SiVIC). Andy is 
author of Psychological Biblical Criticism, and co-editor of Psychological Insight 
into the Bible and A Cry Instead of Justice. He lives in San Jose, California, with his 
wife Pamela, a clinical psychologist. 

 


