
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

JUNE 2014 
 
 
 

Chrissy Tatum Williamson, Editor 
Courtney Young Hickman, Contributing Writer 

TEENTEXT GRADES 9-12 is published by The Educational Center 
www.educationalcenter.org ~ 704.375.1161 

http://www.educationalcenter.org/


TeenText Grades 6-8 and TeenText Grades 9-12 

June 2014   
 

 

Week of 

June 1 

June 8  

June 15 

June 22 

June 29 

 

Lectionary Selection 

John 17: 1-11 (CEB) 

Numbers 11: 24-29 (MSG) 

Genesis 1: 1-2 (JPS) 

Matthew 10: 34-39 (CEB) 

Matthew 10: 40-42 

 
 

 

  
                        
 

 
  
 
Each monthly issue of TeenText is filled with background about the weekly scriptures, a series of 
provocative questions that encourage the youth to respond and share, activities centered around the 
text, and supplemental media which digs deeper into the story by exploring other dimensions 
through the use of song lyrics, poetry, visual art, and movie clips. For more information contact: 
info@educationalcenter.org  or visit: www.educationalcenter.org  

 
 
Courtney Young Hickman – CONTRIBUTING WRITER of TeenText 
Grades 6-8 and TeenText Grades 9-12 is Director of Youth 
Ministries at Grace United Methodist Church in Wilmington, 
North Carolina.  Courtney is a graduate of Wake Forest 
University Divinity School (MDiv).  She welcomes your thoughts 
and comments at: courtney@educationalcenter.org   
 

Chrissy Tatum Williamson – EDITOR of TeenText Grades 6-8 
and TeenText Grades 9-12 is currently the Minister of Faith 
Formation at Myers Park Baptist Church located in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.  Previously, she was their Youth 
Minister.  Chrissy holds a Masters in Arts and Theology 
from Union Theological Seminary in NYC, and a MDiv from 
Wake Forest University School of Divinity. You can reach 
Chrissy at: chrissy@educationalcenter.org 

mailto:info@educationalcenter.org
http://www.educationalcenter.org/
mailto:courtney@educationalcenter.org
mailto:chrissy@educationalcenter.org


1 The Educational Center 1801 East 5th Street, Suite 210, Charlotte, NC 28204 ~ www.educationalcenter.org 

 

 
 

 
TEENTEXT Grades 9-12 
June 1, 2014 
 
I. WHAT YOU WILL NEED 
 
 Bible 
 Candle and matches 
 Paper 
 Pens, pencils, and/or markers 
 Computer + web access (for YouTube videos and to enlarge art/images) 
   
 
II. TODAY’s TEXT:  John 17: 1-11 (CEB) 
 
After Jesus had finished speaking to his disciples, he looked up toward heaven and prayed: 
Father, the time has come for you to bring glory to your Son, in order that he may bring 
glory to you. 2 And you gave him power over all people, so that he would give eternal life to 
everyone you give him. 3 Eternal life is to know you, the only true God, and to know Jesus 
Christ, the one you sent. 4 I have brought glory to you here on earth by doing everything 
you gave me to do. 5 Now, Father, give me back the glory that I had with you before the 
world was created. 
 
6 You have given me some followers from this world, and I have shown them what you are 
like. They were yours, but you gave them to me, and they have obeyed you. 7 They know 
that you gave me everything I have. 8 I told my followers what you told me, and they 
accepted it. They know that I came from you, and they believe that you are the one who sent 
me.  
 
9 I am praying for them, but not for those who belong to this world. My followers belong to 
you, and I am praying for them. 10 All that I have is yours, and all that you have is mine, 
and they will bring glory to me. 
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11 Holy Father, I am no longer in the world. I am coming to you, but my followers are still in 
the world. So keep them safe by the power of the name that you have given me. Then they 
will be one with each other, just as you and I are one. 
  
 
III. BACKGROUND 
 
At this point in John’s Gospel, we are nearing the end of the section known as the “Farewell 
Discourse” in which Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure.  To understand this text, 
it’s important to think about what Jesus means by the word “glory.”  One scholar, Jaime 
Clark-Soles, interprets glory as God’s overwhelming presence.  She cites Exodus 40:35 (a 
text familiar to John) in which God’s presence fills the tabernacle so completely that Moses 
could not even enter the tent!  With this understanding of the term, glory, re-read today’s 
text.  What are the theological implications of the text?  Specifically, what is Jesus implying 
about God’s relationship with himself?  What about God’s relationship with the disciples? 
 What about God’s relationship with you? 
 
 

IV. SUGGESTED QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Remember, these are only suggestions. The most effective questions and activities—
the ones that help participants connect their story with God’s story each week—are 
often those that are based on your personal knowledge of the participants and where 
they are. Listen carefully to their responses; ask follow-up questions that help them 
reflect on the text and their lives, right now, right where they are. 
 
 

GO DEEP 
(What’s happening in the story?) 

 
1. Who is Jesus speaking to here? Who had he just finished speaking to? Does he seem 

to be speaking on their behalf or his own? Or both? 
2. What does Jesus claim he has done for God and for his ‘followers’? What ‘tasks’ has 

he completed? 
3. How does Jesus describe his relationship to God here? How are they connected? 
4. Who does Jesus say he is praying for? Who is he not praying for? How do you feel 

about/understand this statement? 
5. What does Jesus say here about glory? Who has glory? What different types of glory 

does he reference? What do you think makes these different? 
 
 

BE REAL 
(What connections can you make between the story and the world around you?) 

 
1. How do you think glory is understood in our world? Are there different types of glory? 
2. One scholar, Jaime Clark-Soles, interprets glory as God’s overwhelming presence.  She 

cites Exodus 40:35 (a text familiar to John) in which God’s presence fills the 
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tabernacle so completely that Moses could not even enter the tent! Who else in our 
world is feared and revered in that way? Who do you feel that way about? Anyone? 

3. How is glory understood in your faith community? What about the relationships 
represented here? How are they understood? 

 
LET GO 

(Be open to discovering how this story is happening in your own life.) 
 

1. How do you define glory? What do you think it means for God’s glory to return? Has 
that already happened?  

2. How do you experience God’s glory? How does this inform your understanding of 
glory in the world? How are they similar? Different 

3. Look back at the flow chart and focus on the arrow that represent God’s relationship 
with the world/his followers. How do you understand the relationship of the trinity? 
How might this passage inform your understanding of the trinity? Jesus says here that 
his followers knew not just believed. What does it mean for you to know the 
relationship of the trinity? 

 
 

 
V. SUGGESTED LINKS TO OTHER MEDIA RESOURCES 
 
A note about links: when TeenText goes to press all links are live and in working 
order. Links sometimes move or are renamed.  If a link does not work for you try 
entering the search terms in Google.  
 
Use your imagination; what did glory look like to Jesus? What does it look like to you?   
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“Glory” is interpreted to mean many things, one of which is faith.  The following clip is from 
a movie by journalist Lee Strobel.  Is faith in God’s glory fact-based?  Can it be proven?  
 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/case-for-christ/faith-in-evidence 

 
 
 

VI.  BETWEEN SUNDAYS 
 
 

The stories we learn from the Bible are not only helpful to us at church, but they also 
can help us live our lives each day.  Consider the following question to see how this 
week’s text might be challenging them to live differently as they go about their normal 
routines (school / sports / social events): 

How might you understand the Trinity better in light of this passage? 
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TEENTEXT Grades 9-12 
June 8, 2014 
 
 
I. WHAT YOU WILL NEED 
 
 Bible 
 Candle and matches 
 Paper 
 Pens, pencils, and/or markers 
 Computer + web access (for YouTube videos and to enlarge art/images) 
  
 
II. TODAY’s TEXT:  Numbers 11: 24-29 MSG 
 
24-25 So Moses went out and told the people what GOD had said. He called together seventy 
of the leaders and had them stand around the Tent. GOD came down in a cloud and spoke to 
Moses and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy leaders. When 
the Spirit rested on them they prophesied. But they didn’t continue; it was a onetime event. 

26 Meanwhile two men, Eldad and Medad, had stayed in the camp. They were listed as 
leaders but they didn’t leave camp to go to the Tent. Still, the Spirit also rested on them and 
they prophesied in the camp. 
 
27 A young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp!” 
 
28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ right-hand man since his youth, said, “Moses, 
master! Stop them!” 
 
29 But Moses said, “Are you jealous for me? Would that all GOD’s people were prophets. 
Would that GOD would put his Spirit on all of them.” 
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III. BACKGROUND 
 

We pick up early in the story of the people of Israel with today’s text.  Moses has led the 
people out of slavery in Egypt and they are not yet to the promised land.  They are in the 
wilderness.  As you can imagine, the people are full of complaints in this text.  They’re 
beaten down and worn out from their long journey.  Imagine how Moses feels?  He’s 
responsible for leading this effort, based on the promise and the call of God to step out in 
faith.  He’s got a whole nation of kinfolk who are depending on him and his spiritual 
guidance (not to mention his physical guidance through the wilderness).  So God pours 
out God’s spirit upon 70 people, in addition to Moses.  Now the responsibility of guidance 
rests not only on the shoulders of one human, but of many. 
 
 
 
IV. SUGGESTED QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
Remember, these are only suggestions. The most effective questions and activities—
the ones that help participants connect their story with God’s story each week—are 
often those that are based on your personal knowledge of the participants and where 
they are. Listen carefully to their responses; ask follow-up questions that help them 
reflect on the text and their lives, right now, right where they are. 
 
 

GO DEEP 
(What’s happening in the story?) 

 
1. Who is Moses speaking to? What is he reporting to them? 
2. What is the role of the 70? How does God show them to be leaders?  
3. Who are Eldad and Medad? How are they different than the other leaders in the camp? 
4. What do they do that upsets Joshua? How does Moses respond to this? 
5. How do you think Moses might have been feeling while leading the Israelites through 

the wilderness?  
 

BE REAL 
(What connections can you make between the story and the world around you?) 

 
1. Who are the leaders in your faith community? Is there more than one?  
2. What about globally? Who are the religious leaders in our nation? In our world? How 

do they function?  
3. How do church structures like the Papal system in the Catholic church help balance 

the load of leading a faith community? What about the structure in your faith 
community? 
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LET GO 
(Be open to discovering how this story is happening in your own life.) 

 
1. Can you identify with Moses here? What does it mean to be a leader of a faith 

community? 
2. Do that change depending on the community you are a part of? How might these 70 

men have felt or acted if they weren’t surrounded by 69 others seeking God? 
3. What does it mean to have God’s spirit upon you?  
4. Are you ready to be ‘one of the 70’? In your current context? What about 

future/different contexts?  
5. How does your role as a leader in your faith community inform your future decisions? 

Your college choices? Your vocational choices? What does it mean to be one of the 70 
in these contexts? 

 
 

V. SUGGESTED LINKS TO OTHER MEDIA RESOURCES 
 
A note about links: when TeenText goes to press all links are live and in working 
order. Links sometimes move or are renamed.  If a link does not work for you try 
entering the search terms in Google.  
 

 
 
What is the significance of the number 70 in the Bible?  Do you think there were actually 70 
leaders or is it symbolic?  If you decide it is a symbolic number, why might the author have 
chosen this number? 
 
From our sister publication BibleWorkbench:  
 
…and he gathered seventy (leaders) elders of the people 
 It’s Bible Math time again! Seventy is another one of those numbers that turns up with 
great frequency in the Bible text, suggesting that we’re not talking about calculation, but 
about symbolism. Using a concordance or the search function with a digital Bible, do a 
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search on “seventy,” and see what comes up. Among other things, you’ll find the age of 
Abraham’s father Terah, the total of Jacob’s immediate descendants, the number of elders 
who accompany Moses to the top of Mt. Sinai, the number of sons of Gideon, the number of 
sons of King Ahab in Israel, the expected lifespan of a human being (fourscore years and 
ten), the number of disciples sent out by Jesus. What might the storyteller be implying by 
using the number “seventy”?  

- Andy Kille, Editor 
 
 
In this clip from Good Company, the notion of leaders, insiders/outsiders and creating a 
“new” democracy parallels this week’s text. Do leaders provide answers? :  
 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/in-good-company/new-democracy 
 
 
In the painting below, Moses has gathered the 70 leaders around him.  There is a lot of 
activity in this scene painting.  What jumps out at you?  
 

 
          1639 painting by Nicolas Poussin 
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VI.  BETWEEN SUNDAYS 
 

The stories we learn from the Bible are not only helpful to us at church, but they also 
can help us live our lives each day.  Consider the following question to see how this 
week’s text might be challenging them to live differently as they go about their normal 
routines (school / sports / social events): 

 

How might God be calling you to one of the 70 right now? What about in the future? 
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TEENTEXT Grades 9-12 
June 15, 2014 
 
I. WHAT YOU WILL NEED 
 
 Bible 
 Candle and matches 
 Paper 
 Pens, pencils, and/or markers 
 Computer + web access (for YouTube videos and to enlarge art/images) 
  
 
II. TODAY’s TEXT:  Genesis 1: 1-2, 4a (JPS) 
 

1 (Bereishit) In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth. 
2 Now the earth was unformed and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; 
and the spirit of G-d hovered over the face of the waters. 
3 And G-d said: 'Let there be light.' And there was light. 
4 And G-d saw the light, that it was good; and G-d divided the light from the 
darkness. 

  
 
III. BACKGROUND 
 

The Jewish and the Christian Bibles both begin with the creation stories in Genesis. 
 The book, in the Hebrew (Jewish) Bible is called, bereishit, which means “In the 
beginning”.  The name is appropriate because this is in fact, a book about beginnings. 
 Its stories speak to the ancient understandings of the beginnings of the natural 
world, the beginnings of the people of Israel and the beginnings of the stories of this 
people in their very particular relationship with their God.   
 The stories contained within these ancient texts are not meant to be historically 
or scientifically exact, nor were they recorded close enough to the actual events to 
have a chance at scientific historicity.  Rather, the stories contained in this book are 
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more like campfire stories, which are told to remember and pass along the truth of 
God.  These are stories that the people of God are proud of and that they want to be 
remembered.  So as you read the words of today’s text, imagine that you are sitting 
around a campfire with family and friends, talking about your God. 
 
*For today’s lesson, we have chosen to use the translation from the Jewish Publication 
Society.  You’ll notice that the word “God” is spelled without the letter “o”.  In the 
Jewish tradition, there is such great respect for God and the name of God, that they 
neither write nor speak the full name of God.   
 
**For more about the composition of the book of Genesis, check out Wikipedia’s 
summary of the Documentary Hypothesis which informs our understanding of the 
different contributors to our sacred texts: 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Documentary_hypothesis  

 
 
 
IV. SUGGESTED QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
Remember, these are only suggestions. The most effective questions and activities—
the ones that help participants connect their story with God’s story each week—are 
often those that are based on your personal knowledge of the participants and where 
they are. Listen carefully to their responses; ask follow-up questions that help them 
reflect on the text and their lives, right now, right where they are. 
 
 

GO DEEP 
(What’s happening in the story?) 

 
1. What is unique about today’s translation? Why do you think the Jewish tradition has 

such reverence for the name of God?  
2. In your experience, does the Christian tradition have the same sort of reverence? 
3. What was the earth like before God created light? What existed already? What do you 

think a ‘‘unformed’, ‘void’ and ‘dark’ world looked like? Does the text give specifics 
on what it looked like? Or on how creation took place? How might this story be about 
more than those details? How does God react to God’s own creation? 

 
 

BE REAL 

(What connections can you make between the story and the world around you?) 
 

1. What other stories or theories of creation exist in our society? What are they based 
on? How are they similar to/different from this story? 

2. What other ‘campfire’ stories exist in the Christian faith? Are there stories from 
outside the bible that you can think of? 

3. What about stories throughout history? Can you think of stories told, not because of 
details or scientific specifics, but because we want to remember and pass along truths 
about people and places? (Some that come to mind are vacation stories, birth stories, 
etc). 
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LET GO 

(Be open to discovering how this story is happening in your own life.) 
 

1. What do this creation narrative mean for you? What do you remember and know about 
God when you read it?  

2. When you read or hear these kind of ‘campfire’ stories, how important are the 
specifics? The details? The scientific facts?  

3. With this ‘campfire’ understanding of the creation narrative, can you reconcile it with 
science and other creation theories? Why or why not? 

 
 

V. SUGGESTED LINKS TO OTHER MEDIA RESOURCES 
 
A note about links: when TeenText goes to press all links are live and in working 
order. Links sometimes move or are renamed.  If a link does not work for you try 
entering the search terms in Google.  
 
“And God, saw the light, that it was good and God divided the light from the darkness.” The 
painting below is a dramatic depiction of this week’s text.  Why do you think the artist 
chose these colors?  This image of God?  What images of God might you use if you were to 
draw God creating the light? 
 

 
“God separates Light from Darkness Artist” by Raffaello Sanzio, 1512 [Vatican] 
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\ 
 
Rumi, was a 13th-century Persian poet, jurist, theologian, and Sufi mystic. [Wikipedia]  He is 
quoted in the above image.  The creation story has at its core the essence of “light”.  
Discuss the quote and the image above.  
 
Ellie Goulding’s 2011 pop hit “Lights” : Watch the video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NKUpo_xKyQ 
 
Read the lyrics: 
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/elliegoulding/lights.html 

 
 

VI.  BETWEEN SUNDAYS 

The stories we learn from the Bible are not only helpful to us at church, but they also 
can help us live our lives each day.  Consider the following question to see how this 
week’s text might be challenging them to live differently as they go about their normal 
routines (school / sports / social events): 

What stories do you have that might help share truths about GOd? How is GOd calling 
you to share those stories? 

http://www.educationalcenter.org/
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TEENTEXT Grades 9-12 
June 22, 2014 
 
 
I. WHAT YOU WILL NEED 
 
 Bible 
 Candle and matches 
 Paper 
 Pens, pencils, and/or markers 
 Computer + web access (for YouTube videos and to enlarge art/images) 
  
 
II. TODAY’s TEXT:  Matthew 10: 34-39 (NRSV) 
 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

  
 
III. BACKGROUND 
 

To understand these five verses, it helps to know a little about the context in which 
they appear.  We are in Matthew’s Gospel, tenth chapter.  Jesus is talking to his 
disciples; he’s sending them out to spread the gospel, the good news.  Funny, in 
these verses the news doesn’t sound so good!  The good news of Jesus is news of 
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wholeness, healing, and acceptance.  It applies to all people, especially the outcasts. 
 In Jesus’ day some of the more well known outcasts were the lepers (and those with 
other marginalizing health conditions), women, and children.  Yet these are precisely 
the folks Jesus is intent on being seen with, inviting to dinner parties, and seeking out 
along his way.  In the tenth chapter of Matthew, Jesus begins by sending his disciples 
out (vv. 1-4).  Then he tells them where to go (vv. 5-8).   Pay attention!  Jesus 
specifically tells his followers not to go to the foreigners (Gentiles, Samaritans), but to 
their kin-folk in the house of Israel.  Today’s text, situated within that mission, is 
simply a warning about the risk of modeling the radical love of Jesus who calls us to 
uproot the social assumptions and practices that exclude children of God from 
fellowship and wholeness.  In Jesus’ day, to associate with a leper, was social suicide. 
 For a person with good lineage or with any social credibility, it would almost certainly 
get one cut off from the family.  And so Jesus challenges his followers to put the 
kingdom of God first, before family, knowing that the risk is great. 
 

 
IV. SUGGESTED QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
Remember, these are only suggestions. The most effective questions and activities—
the ones that help participants connect their story with God’s story each week—are 
often those that are based on your personal knowledge of the participants and where 
they are. Listen carefully to their responses; ask follow-up questions that help them 
reflect on the text and their lives, right now, right where they are. 
 
 

GO DEEP 
(What’s happening in the story?) 

 
1. Who is Jesus speaking to here? 
2. Review the background - what is the larger context of these verses? 
3. What does Jesus say he has come to bring to the world? How do you think they disciples 

felt when they heard this? 
4. What is Jesus asking his followers to do most? More than what? What do you think they 

were feeling when they heard this? 
5. How does Jesus tell his disciples they will find life? What do you think Jesus means by 

this? 

 
BE REAL 

(What connections can you make between the story and the world around you?) 
 

1. In Jesus’ day family provided livelihood and a great deal of security. Women didn’t leave 
home until they were married. How is that similar to or different from the ways families 
function today? 

2. Is it common, today, for people to move away from home for their ‘calling’, be that a job 
or school, etc? How is that sort of ‘setting apart’ similar to or different from that which 
Jesus talks about here? 

3. Jesus challenged and changed the status quo of the day and that caused division. How 
does following Jesus continue to cause division today? What about among families? 
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LET GO 

(Be open to discovering how this story is happening in your own life.) 
 

1. Have you ever experienced division (in your family or friendships) because of your 
commitment to follow God? How so? 

2. What kinds of division might you experience in the future? How does this passage 
encourage you to deal with such situations? 

3. Ultimately Jesus is calling his disciples to put following him before all else. What might 
you be putting ahead of your call to follow Jesus? 

4. What sacrifices might you have to make to put Jesus ahead of those things? 

 
V. SUGGESTED LINKS TO OTHER MEDIA RESOURCES 
 
A note about links: when TeenText goes to press all links are live and in working 
order. Links sometimes move or are renamed.  If a link does not work for you try 
entering the search terms in Google.  
 
From our sister publication, BibleWorkbench  (translation table by Bill Dols):  
 
The New Revised Standard Version of the New Testament translates Jesus’ words about 
taking up a cross: and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. The Greek words referring to the cross one is to take up or not are stauros autou. It is 
interesting that other translations render the phrase as: 
 
 Revised Standard Version: take his cross and follow me 
 Jerusalem Bible: take his cross and follow me 
 New International Version: take up his cross and follow me 
 King James Version: taketh not his cross and follow me 
 Living Bible: refuse to take up your cross and follow me 
 
What is the difference?  And what difference does it make?  
 
 

 
                                  
What is the modern day meaning of the phrase “having a cross to bear”?  
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If youth are slow to discuss the crosses they bear, perhaps a little help from the Allman 
Brothers could get the conversation rolling.   
 
“Not My Cross to Bear” by The Allman Brothers.  
 
Listen to the video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szdKx9O31A0 
 
Read the lyrics:  
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/allmanbrothersband/itsnotmycrosstobear.html 
 
 
From the movie, Patch Adams challenges the status quo: 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/patch-adams/best-doctor 

 
 

VI.  BETWEEN SUNDAYS 
 

The stories we learn from the Bible are not only helpful to us at church, but they also 
can help us live our lives each day.  Consider the following question to see how this 
week’s text might be challenging them to live differently as they go about their normal 
routines (school / sports / social events): 

 

How is Jesus calling you to embrace the division his message creates? 
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TEENTEXT Grades 9-12 
June 29, 2014 
 
 
I. WHAT YOU WILL NEED 
 
 Bible 
 Candle and matches 
 Paper 
 Pens, pencils, and/or markers 
 Computer + web access (for YouTube videos and to enlarge art/images) 
  
 
II. TODAY’s TEXT:  Matthew 10: 40-42 (NRSV) 
 

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of 
a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives 
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

  
 
III. BACKGROUND 
 

For the second week in a row, we find ourselves in the tenth chapter of Matthew. 
 Remember the context.  Jesus has empowered the disciples to do the same work that 
he has been doing all along.  Jesus sends out the disciples to bring the Kingdom of 
God to the people of Israel.  Jesus warns the disciples that their message, the in-
breaking Kingdom of God, is so radically inclusive that it will drive a wedge between 
mother and child, brother and sister, friend and best friend.  And now, at the end of 
this chapter, Matthew reminds the disciples of the great rewards of their work.  Jesus 
never says what the reward is, exactly; he just assures the disciples that the reward 
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will be given to those who practice the welcome of the good news.  So what is that 
reward?  Is it an extra-large mansion in heaven?  Is it a direct route to world peace? 
 Or is it something more mystical that lies within the practice of radical welcome? 

 
 

IV. SUGGESTED QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Remember, these are only suggestions. The most effective questions and activities—
the ones that help participants connect their story with God’s story each week—are 
often those that are based on your personal knowledge of the participants and where 
they are. Listen carefully to their responses; ask follow-up questions that help them 
reflect on the text and their lives, right now, right where they are. 
 

GO DEEP 
(What’s happening in the story?) 

 
1. Who is Jesus speaking to? How does this relate to the passage we read last week?  
2. Remember the context of this conversation from last week? What precipitates this 

conversation?  
3. What does Jesus say about ‘welcoming’ others? What do you think he means by 

welcoming? Hospitality? Acceptance? Of what? Of who? 
4. Who does Jesus talk about welcoming? What groups of people? What are the 

differences between them? 
5. What does Jesus say those who are welcoming will receive? What do you think he 

means by this? 

 

BE REAL 

(What connections can you make between the story and the world around you?) 
 

1. Activity: There are some key terms in this passage - welcome, righteous, prophet, 
reward, etc. Divide the class into small groups and assign each a word. Have the 
groups define the word based on the passage and then based on a modern context. 
 How are they different? How are they similar?  

2. How does the world ‘welcome’ the gospel message? What about bearers of that 
message? Are there places where they are less ‘welcome’ than others? 

 
LET GO 

(Be open to discovering how this story is happening in your own life.) 
 

1. How is the message of Christ ‘welcomed’ in your community? Among your peers? 
Within yourself?  How are you ‘welcomed’ as a follower of Christ? 

2. Jesus and his followers were outcasts. Who are your outcasts?  How do you treat 
them?  

3. How can you practice the kind of radical welcoming Jesus talks about? 
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V. SUGGESTED LINKS TO OTHER MEDIA RESOURCES 
 
A note about links: when TeenText goes to press all links are live and in working 
order. Links sometimes move or are renamed.  If a link does not work for you try 
entering the search terms in Google.  
 
 
Sadhu Sundar Singh (1889-1929) was an Indian Christian missionary.  In October 1906, he 
set out on his journey as a new Christian, wearing a turban and the yellow robe of a Hindu 
sadhu, an ascetic devoted to spiritual practice.  He said, "I am not worthy to follow in the 
steps of my Lord," he said, "but, like Him, I want no home, no possessions. Like Him I will 
belong to the road, sharing the suffering of my people, eating with those who will give me 
shelter, and telling all men of the love of God." 
 
Below is one of his poems/readings that explains his decision to follow Jesus.  Some of you 
may know these words from your church hymnal.  Read aloud and discuss: 
 
 

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
   
I have decided to follow Jesus.  
I have decided to follow Jesus.  
I have decided to follow Jesus. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Though I may wonder, I still will follow. 
Though I may wonder, I still will follow. 
Though I may wonder, I still will follow. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
The world behind me, the cross before me. 
The world behind me, the cross before me. 
The world behind me, the cross before me. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Though none go with me, I still will follow. 
Though none go with me, I still will follow. 
Though none go with me, I still will follow. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
No turning back, no turning back.     

                    -S. Sundar Singh 
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From our friends at “ Agnus Day, The Lectionary Comic Strip.”    
 

 
 
 
 
In this clip from the movie “Meet the Parents” Ben Stiller’s character Greg is asked to say 
grace by his girlfriend’s parents.  In an attempt to reward their hospitality, he gives it his 
best shot:  
 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/meet-the-parents/saying-grace 

 
 
 

VI.  BETWEEN SUNDAYS 

The stories we learn from the Bible are not only helpful to us at church, but they also 
can help us live our lives each day.  Consider the following question to see how this 
week’s text might be challenging them to live differently as they go about their normal 
routines (school / sports / social events): 

How might God be calling you to follow Christ more boldly with the promise that God will 
reward those who welcome you? 
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