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I grew up in a sector of Christianity where Bishop Spong was portrayed as the epitome of theological 

evil, often by people who had never actually read his books or listened to him speak. Later in my life, 

when I found myself similarly characterized by some in my tradition, I had the chance to meet many 

people whose Christian faith had survived because of his work.  

 

Once we were interviewed together on a radio show, and I remember thinking, "How could anyone 

speaking extemporaneously utter such complex, graceful, insightful, and yet clear and intelligible 

sentences?" Driven by a clear-eyed desire for truth and a compassionate commitment to justice for all, 

he was willing to be mistreated for those commitments, evoking the words from Matthew's Gospel about 

the persecuted being blessed.  

 

He challenged the Christian inheritance, not to harm it, but to expose its misunderstandings and mine it 

for its most enduring treasures. 

 

~ Brian McLaren 
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